
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

HELD ON JUNE 16, 2021 

 

HAMILTON TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mays Landing, New Jersey 

 

 

1.  The Special Meeting of the Hamilton Township Board of Education was 
called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Amy Hassa, Board President.  This meeting 
was held virtually and telephonically. The meeting was also being 
recorded.     

2.  Public Session 

 2.1 Flag Salute:  Mrs. Hassa led the Pledge of Allegiance 

 2.2 Roll Call:  The presiding officer called for a roll of members present. 

  Members Present:  Mr. Aiken, Mrs. Ankrah, Mrs. Barr (arrived 7:02 p.m.), 
Mx. Erickson, Dr. Lihach, Mrs. Miller (arrived 7:06 p.m.), Dr. Nelson 
(arrived 7:02 p.m.), Ms. Newman (arrived 7:29 p.m.), and Mrs. Hassa.  

  Others Present:  Mr. John Scavelli, Mrs. Anne Marie Fala, and Ms. Audra 
Pondish, Esquire.  

 2.3 Moment of Silence:  Mrs. Hassa asked for a moment of private reflection.  

 2.4 Notice of Advertisement of Meeting: 
This meeting is being held in compliance with the Sunshine Law, having 
been advertised in the Press of Atlantic City and notices posted at the 
Township Clerk’s Office, Mays Landing Post Office, Mizpah Post Office, 
Atlantic County Library, as well as all the schools of the district.  A 
mechanical device is being used to record this meeting and this meeting is 
also being video-taped. 

There are two opportunities to address the members of the Board.  The 

Board values and welcomes comments and opinions from residents as 

long as remarks are not personal or discourteous.  The public comment 

portion of the meeting allows the Board to listen to community members 

and to hear their opinions on school policy and operations. 

The first public portion is reserved for persons wishing to speak about 

agenda items only.  The second opportunity, following the action items, is 

when residents may address the Board on any school-related issue.  Each 

speaker is asked to limit their comments to three minutes and you are not 



permitted to yield your time to another.  The public comments portion of 

the meeting, during both sessions, will not exceed 30 minutes.  Upon 

being recognized, persons wishing to speak should identify themselves by 

name and address. 

3.  Safe Return Plan 

 3.1 Mr. Scavelli presented the Safe Return Plan.  

 3.2 Public Comments on tonight’s agenda. 
Mr. Scavelli read the comments which were sent in by the public regarding 
the Safe Return Plan.  See attached (as submitted.) 

 3.3. Authorization Submission 
Motion by Mrs. Hassa, seconded by Mrs. Barr, to authorize the 
submission of the Safe Return Plan to the New Jersey Department of 
Education.  
 
Mrs. Hassa then rescinded the motion and reopened the meeting for 
public comment for anyone present.  
 
A member of the public questioned why the advertisement of this meeting 
was not sent out to parents and members of the public, even though it 
was advertised in the newspapers and public buildings.  She stated that 
other superintendents have emailed Governor Murphy regarding their 
concerns and hoped that our district would do so as well.  
 
Motion by Mrs. Hassa, seconded by Mrs. Barr, to authorize the 
submission of the Safe Return Plan to the New Jersey Department of 
Education.  
 
Several members of the Board commented on the Safe Return Plan.  
They will continue to look for the best plan for the opening of school in 
September.  

  Roll Call Vote:  All in favor:  Mr. Aiken, Mrs. Ankrah, Mrs. Barr, Mx. 
Erickson, Dr. Lihach, Mrs. Miller, Dr. Nelson, Ms. Newman, and Mrs. 
Hassa.  (9-0-0) 

  Motion by Mrs. Hassa, seconded by Mrs. Miller, to send a letter to the 
Governor regarding inconsistencies in information for the Safe Return 
Plan.   

  Roll Call Vote:  All in favor:  Mr. Aiken, Mrs. Ankrah, Mrs. Barr, Mx. 
Erickson, Dr. Lihach, Mrs. Miller, Dr. Nelson, Ms. Newman, and Mrs. 
Hassa. (9-0-0) 



   

4.  Public Comments 
Drew Beyer had a concern regarding audio issues during the virtual 
meetings.  
 
Mr. Scavelli responded that sound equipment has been ordered and this 
should help with the audio issues during the meetings.  

5.  Executive Session 
No executive session was held.  

6.  Adjournment 
 
Motion by Mrs. Hassa, seconded by Mrs. Barr to adjourn the meeting.  

  Voice Vote:  All in favor. (9-0-0) 

  The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.  

  Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Anne Marie Fala 
Board Secretary 

  

 

 

  


